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“The streets aren't dead quiet, but they're quieter than ever.” (Tess McClure, “The
Quiet City: A Month in a Transformed New York,” The Spinoff, 12 Apr. 2020,
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<https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/12-04-2020/covid-19-in-new-york-city-one-month-
on/>)

“Emptiness proliferates like the virus.” (Michael Kimmelman, “The Great Empty:
Photographs by The New York Times; Introduction,” 23 Mar. 2020, https:.//www.
nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/23/world/coronavirus-great-empty.html)

New Yorkers have a particular way of showing solidarity. . . . And so, our New
York City solidarity needs to take a new form: social distancing, a phrase that has
quickly become part of our daily lexicon. For creatures as social as we are, staying
at home is difficult, especially in such a dense city. We are a society of people who
find comfort in coming together and taking action, who are used to being crammed
together in small spaces and making the best of it; robbed of these tools - we
cannot join marches or attend vigils like we normally would, we can’t even ride the
subway like usual - we feel trapped. Keeping our distance makes it feel like we are
losing, but it has been shown to work when it comes to flattening the curve.
(Benjamin Heller, “New for New York City: What Solidarity Looks Like Amid
Coronavirus Outbreak,” Gotham  Gazette, 20 Mar. 2020, <https://www.
gothamgazette.com/opinion/9228-new-for-new-york-city-what-solidarity-looks-like-
amid-coronavirus-outbreak>) .

New York City looks more like a ghost town than a bustling metropolis with empty
streets and fewer people outside since the outbreak of the coronavirus. (Jessica
Snouwaert, “13 Photos of New York City Looking Deserted as the city Tries to
Limit the Spread of the Coronavirus,” Insider, 1 Apr. 2020, <https.//www.
businessinsider.com/coronavirus-pictures-of-new-york-city-empty-streets-2020-3>)
“Social solidarity leads to policies that benefit public well-being, even if it costs
some individuals more. . . . It's an open question whether Americans have enough
social solidarity to stave off the worst possibilities of the coronavirus pandemic.”
(Eric Klinenberg, “We Need Social Solidarity, Not Just Social Distancing: To combat
the coronavirus, Americans need to do more than secure their own safety,” The
New York Times, 14 March 2020, <https.//www.nytimes.com/2020/03/14/opinion/
coronavirus-social-distancing.html>)

On May 25, Minneapolis police officers arrested George Floyd, a 46-year-old black
man, after a convenience store employee called 911 and told the police that Mr.
Floyd had bought cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 bill. Seventeen minutes after the
first squad car arrived at the scene, Mr. Floyd was unconscious and pinned beneath
three police officers, showing no signs of life. (Evan Hill, et. al. “How George Floyd
Was Killed in Police Custody,” The New York Times, 31 May 2020, <https:.//www.
nytimes.com/2020/05/31/us/george-floyd-investigation.html>)

The Twitter traffic shows that protest-related tweets, initially strongly centered on
George Floyd, quickly widened to be about Black Lives Matter more generally. . . .
At the same time that the protests broadened from the specific case to the general
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cause, the movement spread out geographically, from an initial concentration in
Minneapolis to other US. cities and other nations. (Mary Blankenship and Richard
V. Reeves, “From the George Floyd moment to a Black Lives Matter movement, in
tweets,” 10 July 2020, <https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/07/10/
from-the-george-floyd-moment-to-a-black-lives-matter-movement-in-tweets/>)

Before Floyd's killing, the highest estimate for any American protest — the 2017
Women's March -- was 4.6 million. Polls indicate that, as of mid-June, as many as 21
million adults had attended a Black Lives Matter or police brutality protest. ( Eliott
C. McLaughlin, “How George Floyd's death ignited a racial reckoning that shows no
signs of slowing down,” CNN , 9 Aug. 2020, <https://edition.cnn.com/2020/08/09/
us/george-floyd-protests-different-why/index.html>)

New York City has been gripped by days of social unrest in the wake of the May
25 killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police. Large demonstrations have rolled
across the city as outraged protesters shout, chant and plead for action to end
police brutality against African Americans. / Tensions were already running high
in New York. The coronavirus pandemic started tearing through the city in March,
leaving at least 17,000 people dead. Hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers lost
their jobs because of a quarantine and lockdown that continues to keep all but the
most essential businesses shuttered. (Spencer Kimball ed. “We're built up with
frustration Scenes and sounds in NYC during 3 days of protest against police
brutality,” CNBC, 6 Jun. 2021, <https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/06/new-york-
george-floyd-protest-photos-video.html>)

Life is getting back to normal in the metropolis of New York. But nowhere have
the links between inequality, poverty, racism and the coronavirus pandemic been
more obvious than in the Big Apple (Alexander Gorlach “Opinion: New York — A
stricken city of contrasts,” DW, 10 Jun. 2020, <https://www.dw.com/en/opinion-
new-york-a-stricken-city-of-contrasts/a-53754751>)

New York City has seen an influx of mutual aid groups — a website called Mutual
Aid Hub reports 59 operating in the city now. Though the concept is not new, such
efforts have gained energy and attention during the pandemic. Mutual aid involves
ordinary people volunteering their time and resources to help one another when
the government or large institutions have not adequately addressed their needs. [ . .
. ] Henry said that, as a child of Caribbean immigrants, he grew up in a family that
looked out for and supported other people in their community. During the current
crisis, he has been amazed by the solidarity of neighbors and the energy of
volunteers. (Elizabeth Lawrence, “Love And Solidarity: Amid Coronavirus, Mutual
Aid Groups Resurge In New York City,” NPR, 26 Jul. 2020, <https://www.npr.org/
sections/health-shots/2020/07/26/895115149/love-and-solidarity-amid-coronavirus-
mutual-aid-groups-resurge-in-new-york-city>)

“By lighting the City’s skyline including the iconic Empire State Building this
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evening, we are sending a clear message that we are 'all in' for the city's tourism
recovery," said Chris Heywood, NYC & Company's EVP of Global Communications.
"We look forward to doing our part to boost this vital industry and begin to recover
the jobs and spending that come with it. We ask New Yorkers to do their part and
help us rebuild the vibrancy of our city.” (Shaye Weaver, “NYC landmarks will
light up red tonight in a show of solidarity for the city: The lighting is meant to
serve as an inspirational moment and reminder of NYC's resiliency,” TimeOut, 17
Sep. 2020, <https://www.timeout.com/newyork/news/nyc-landmarks-will-light-up-
red-tonight-in-a-show-of-solidarity-for-the-city-091720>)

“We can make America, once again, the leading force for good in the world. I know
speaking of unity can sound to some like a foolish fantasy. I know the forces that
divide us are deep and they are real. But I also know they are not new. Our history
has been a constant struggle between the American ideal that we are all created
equal and the harsh, ugly reality that racism, nativism, fear, and demonization have
long torn us apart. [ ... ] And together, we shall write an American story of hope,
not fear. Of unity, not division. Of light, not darkness.” (President Joseph R. Biden,
“Inaugural Address,” 20 Jan. 2021, <https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
speeches-remarks/2021/01/20/inaugural-address-by-president-joseph-r-biden-jr/>)
“Even before COVID-19, New York was already defined by a gap between the rich
and poor. Yet during the pandemic, wealth has become a determinant of survival.
The pandemic hit New York in the spring, with almost 800 people dying from
COVID-19 each day in April. The city has been uneasy since then. People's lives
have been shaken by months of stay-at-home orders, changing public health
measures, “Black Lives Matter” protests, the presidential election, and above all the
economic consequences of the pandemic, including ever-widening inequality
between New Yorkers.” (“New York City Rich and Poor — The Inequality Crisis,”
DW Documentary, <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfXbzb]QHuw>)

“The metropolitanization of the world does not necessarily just mean a
generalization of structures of hierarchy and exploitation. It can also mean a
generalization of rebellion and then, possibly, the growth of networks of cooperation
and communication, the increased intensity of the common and encounters among
singularities. This is where the multitude is finding its home.” (Hardt and Negri
260)

“The loosening of the proletarian masses is the work of solidarity. In the solidarity
of the proletarian class struggle, the dead, undialectical opposition between
individual and mass is abolished; for the comrade, it does not exist. Decisive as the
masses are for the revolutionary leader, therefore, his great achievement lies not in
drawing the masses after him, but in constantly incorporating himself into the
masses, in order to be, for them, always one along hundreds of thousands.”
(Benjamin 50)
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See Bhabha 6, 8, 15, 19, 24, 27.

“And minor forms can sometimes work against major ones—a local mail carrier can
weaken a centralized network of imperial power by superimposing another, more
local network, and a woman poet can retreat to the boundaries of her bedroom to
block the encroachment of some very tiresome social networks in favor of richer,
more expansive world.” (Levine 131)

See Wilkerson 386.

That winter Robert Cohn went over to America with his novel, and it was
accepted by a fairly good publisher. His going made an awful row I heard, and I
think that was where Frances lost him, because several women were nice to him in
New York, and when he came back he was quite changed. He was more
enthusiastic about America than ever, and he was not so simple , and he was not so
nice. The publishers had praised his novel pretty highly and it rather went to his
head. Then several women had put themselves out to be nice to him, and his
horizons had all shifted. For four years his horizon had been absolutely limited to
his wife. For three years, or almost three years, he had never seen beyond Frances.
I am sure he had never been in love in his life. (Hemingway 16)

I dont see how a city no bigger than New York can hold enough people to take the
money away from us country suckers. . . . I just want my money back that these
dam jews have gotten with all their guaranteed inside dope. (Faulkner 234)

1923. .. In August, returns to New York: works at Sweet’s Architectural Catalogue
with Hart Crane through the fall. . . . 1925. . . Cowley publishes articles, reviews,
poetry, and translations based on his Paris experiences. Begin to visit friends who
have country redoubts outside of New York. (Cowley 338-39)

New York was beginning to be crowded with people like ourselves. As American
business entered the boom era, it needed more and more propagandists to aid in
the increasingly difficult task of selling more commodities each year to families that
were given no higher wages to buy them with, and therefore had to be tempted
with all the devices of art, literature and science into bartering their future
earnings for an automobile or a bedroom suite. (Cowley 207-08)

[M]Jost of our winters were spent in New York, in furnished rooms or cold-water
flats. I remember the good winter when we used to meet two or three times a
week at Squarcialupi’s Restaurant on Perry Street. We were all writing poems
then, and, sitting after dinner around the long table in the back room, we used to
read them without self-consciousness, knowing that nobody there would either be
bored by them or gush over them ignorantly. (Cowley 222)

I remember being taken to an unfamiliar saloon—it was in the winter of 1925-26—
and finding that the back room was full of young writers and their wifes just home
from Paris. . . . About that time it became possible for young men of promise to
support themselves by writing novels and biographies. The book trade was
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prospering, new publishers were competing for new authors, and suddenly it
seemed that everybody you knew was living on publisher's advices—sometimes a
hundred dollars a month for an extended period, sometimes three hundred or five
hundred in a flat sum—toward the writing of a book that might or might not be
finished. (Cowley 223)

Some of us accepted too much from publishers and Wall Street plungers—too many
invitations to parties and week-ends, too many commissions for work we didn't
really want to do but it paid well; we took our little portion of the easy money that
seemed to be everywhere, and we thereby engaged or committed ourselves
without meaning to do so. We became part of the system we were trying to evade,
and it defeated us from within, not from without; our hearts beat to its tempo.
(Cowley 227)

I have said that ours was a humble generation, but the truth is that all writers are
ambitious (Cowley 101)

We laughed too much, sang too much, changed the record and danced too hard,
drank more than we intended (for wasn't the liquor free?) - we fell in love
unwisely, quarreled without knowing why, and after a few years we were, in Zelda
Fitzgerald's phrase, “lost and driven now like the rest.” (Cowley 227)

The individualistic way of life was even failing to produce individualism. (Cowley
245)



