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YT x =2 F =0 [EEE] »o5o5 Mk, FELIIOWTIE A Fable. 1957.  William
Faulkner: Novels 1942-1954 (The Library of America, 1994) 2> 551/ L7z FIFRIZE
LTl SIHBICIBIT TV REE SHIZ STz 2wr,

741 w7 - I— K (Phillip Gordon) DX DKDFE % £ - “Though  written
long after the war, A Fable drives its plot from the so-called mutinies in the French
army in 1917. .. and is set in the spring of 1918" (480).

William Faulkner's new book is simultaneously a novel, a golden legend, and a

)

w

passion play. Forsaking Yoknapatawpha country, Mississippi, and the whole South,
which has been the scene f all his other novels, he takes us to the Western
battlefront in the spring of 1918. Forsaking the novelist's world of probable actions
and plausible characters, he imagines that the Passion of Christ is re-enacted by a
corporal in the French army determined to redeem the world from evil. (Cowley
370)

.. . The core of his disturbing and compassionate tale is the central story of
Christendom itself, complete with a Messiah, 12 disciples, Mary, Martha, Magdalene
and all other characters essential to the drama. / This re-enactment of the Passion
Week, however, occurs in the spring of 1918, when, as you may remember, there
was wholesale mutiny, principally among the French.” (North 381)

o

The illiterate French corporal who leads the mutiny in A Fable is an adaptation of
the Christ and his twelve followers are like the twelve apostles. One of them betrays
him; another denies him three times. The corporal is tempted by the Supreme
Commander of the Allied armies, as Christ was tempted by Satan. He is killed by
firing squad; and, when he fells, his head is caught in barbed wire——the modern
equivalent of the crown of thorns. (Hoffman 111-112)

o

Answering a question from Jean Stein about his use of Christian Allegory in A
Fable, Faulkner commented that “the Christian allegory was the right allegory to
use in that particular story, like an oblong square corner is the right corner with
which to build an oblong rectangular house.” . . . This leads us admirably to the
book’s central meaning and plainly indicates its didactic purpose, its dedication to an
explicit message. (Millgate 233)

" Faulkner is very interested in what crowds can do, what masses might accomplish.
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It's the genius of the corporal's mutiny that it challenges authority through a simple
mass refusal to act. . . . That's a working-class vision worthy of a democratic
revolution. When the Allied and Axis commanders conspire to restart the killing,
Faulkner must be thinking of a common interpretation of World War I as a
contrivance of financial and industrial classes alarmed by the prospect of imminent
world-wide workers’ revolution. (Matthews 276)

Here we see a new, and very old, collectivity in biological continuity with each other.
(Watson 300)

FHBEHRERIIZOWVT, I AT 4 A Y IEZDORANINELAER LD TH o7z L
L T “The army also established a unit that assumed intelligence and planning duties
and appropriately became part of the General Staff in the twentieth century. With
the army increasingly interested in military developments abroad and concerned
about hemisphere security, the adjutant general's office in 1885 created an agency
later called the Military Information Division (MID). The division’s work abroad
was strengthened when Congress created the attaché system in September 1888. By
1892 the rather small and amorphous agency began to grow in size, taking on
greater responsibilities.” (Koistinen 72) & ik, F 72, EEHEAEEKIZOVWTL, ZDIC
&7 D EFHEFTE S (War Indusrial Board 1229W T, Z DM OMERIIHRD TRE
27 b O Td -7z “The War Industries Board was the chief economic mobilization
agency during World War I, but numerous temporary bodies helped mobilize the
wartime economy. Through the importance of the agencies varied, as a group they
played a significant role in maximizing the nation’s economic might for hostilities. . . .
Even at the end of the War, the WIB was sufficiently amorphous that additional
responsibilities could well have done it severe harm.” (Koistinen 255-56) & i~ T >
%o

Bethel 17.

The value and importance, to say nothing of the convenience of the service, of
having military data respecting our own and foreign armies in available shape for
the immediate use of the War Department wand the Army at large were subjects
not seriously considered by the War Department Until an incident occurred in 1885.
.. . At that time there was no General Staff, and none of the so-called staff
departments were responsible for gathering and collating data on all subjects of
military interest. . . .The assistance of the commanders of military departments and
the chiefs of War Department bureaus “in the matter of increasing the efficiency of
the ‘Division of Military Information™ was requested in letters from The Adjutant
General to these officers, dated November 23, 1886. The department commanders
were asked to send in copies of reports of officers on hunting and fishing trips and
on scouts near the frontier, as well as information concerning the resources of this
country and neighboring foreign countries and concerning means of transportation. .
.. A beginning was thus made in a small way, toward the establishment of a military
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intelligence agency. Although usually referred to as the “Military Reservation
Division, Miscellaneous Branch, The Adjutant General's Office. (Bethel 17-18)

2 The division was always hampered by inadequate appropriations. Until 1894 it was
dependent for funds upon whatever was allotted to it from the appropriation for
contingent expenses of the War Department, but in that year Congress appropriated
$3640 for the contingent expenses of the Military Information Division. This amount,
which continued to be appropriated in the hears following, soon proved insufficient,
and it was with great difficulty that Congress was persuaded to raise the
appropriation. By 1903, the appropriation had only been increased to $10,000 and of
this amount an allotment of $3000 was made to the manila Office of the division.
(Bethel 24)

B Gilbert 5.

“Though this multifaceted structure was not ideal, it functioned with considerable
efficiency. One of its principal virtues was the fact that the service stayed in a state
of readiness for hostilities and would not face great problems in mobilizing in the
event of war. (Koistinen 47)

" Gounari 91.

' The importance of studying sexualities in the world of education is underlined by
Bourdieu's work on cultural reproduction and habitus. The inculcation of habitus
within cultural and familial contexts, particularly amongst young children, provides
the bodily ‘taken as read’ which is so dominant within sexualities discourses. . .. The
notion of habitus as ‘le sens du jeu (the feel of the game) . .. or likened to the
feeling of being ‘a fish in water . . . provides not only an additional tool for exploring
how schooling is sexualized, but may enable a middle way between the agency of
social justice endeavours, and the more amorphous agency of postmodern discourse.
.. (Nixon 45)

"You dont get frightened then; it's not until later, afterward. And then—It's like the
dentist’s drill, already buzzing before you have even opened your mouth. You've got
to open your mouth and you know you're going to all right, only you know at the
same time that neither knowing you are going to, nor opening it either, is going to
help because even after you have closed it again, the thing will buzz at you again
and you'll have to open it again the next moment or tomorrow or maybe it wont be
until six months from now, but it will buzz again and you will have to open again
because there’'s nowhere else you can go.. . He said: ‘Maybe that’s all of it. Maybe
when it's too late and you cant help yourself any more, you dont really mind getting
killed—' (A Fable 761-62)

8 Achilles — Did you shave this morning, Cadet?

Mercury — Yes, Sir.
Achilles — What with, Cadet?
Mercury — Issue, Sir.
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Achilles — Carry on. Cadet.
—Old Play.
(about 19 — ?)
(Soldier s Pay 3)
¥ When the attack was first offered him, . . . . he believed that he had not understood.
But this passed, because in the next one he saw the whole picture. The attack was
already doomed in its embryo, and whoever commanded it, delivered it, along with
it. It was not that his trained professional judgment told him that the affair, as the
corps commander presented it, would be touch-and-go and hence more than
doubtful. That would not have stopped him. On the contrary, that would have been a
challenge, as if the old destiny had not abandoned him at all. It was because that
same trained judgment saw at once that this particular attack was intended to fail: a
sacrifice already planned and doomed in some vaster scheme, in which it would not
matter either way, whether the attack failed or not: only that the attack must be
made (A Fable 634-86)

“ the simple passions and hopes and fears—sickness for home, worry about wives and
allotment pay, the weak beer and the shilling a day which wont even buy enough of
that; even the right to be afraid of death (4 Fable 726)

Wasn't it just one before? the old porter said. ‘Wasn't one enough then to tell us the
same thing all them two thousand years ago: that all we ever needed to do was just
to say, Enough of this—us, not even the sergeants and corporals, but just us, all of
us, Germans and Colonials and Frenchmen and all the other foreigners in the mud
here, saying together: Enough. Let them that's already dead and maimed and
missing be enough of this—a thing so easy and simple that even human man, as full
of evil and sin and folly as he is, can understand and believe it this time. Go and look
at him." (4 Fable 727)

“1t was open, like the others, indistinguishable from the others, except by its cargo.
Because, where the others had been packed with standing men, this one carried only
thirteen. They were hat- less and dirty and battle-stained too, but they were
manacled, chained to one another and to the lorry itself like wild beasts, so that at
first glance they looked not merely like foreigners but like creatures of another race,
another species. . .. (A Fable 681)

“only that at dawn yesterday morning the regiment had mutinied, refused to make
an attack. It had not failed in an attack: it had simply refused to make one, to leave
the trench, not before nor even as the attack started, but afterward—had, with no
prewarning, no intimation even to the most minor lance-corporal among the officers
designated to lead it, declined to perform that ritual act which, after four years, had
become as much and as inescapable a part of the formal ritual of war as the Grand
March which opens the formal ball each evening during a season of festival or
carnival—the regiment had been moved up into the lines the night before, after two
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weeks of rest and refitting which could have disabused even the rawest replacement
of what was in store for it, let alone the sudden moil and seethe of activity through
which it fumbled in the darkness on the way up: the dense loom and squat of guns,
the lightless lurch and crawl of caissons and lorries which could only be ammunition;
then the gunfire itself, concentrated on the enemy-held hill sufficient to have notified
both lines for kilometres in either direction that something was about to happen at
this point, the wire-cutting parties out and back, and at dawn the whole regiment
standing under arms, quiet and docile while the barrage lifted from the enemy’s
wire to hurdle his front and isolate him from reinforcement; and still no warning, no
intimation; the company and section-leaders, officers and N.C.O.s, had already
climbed out of the trench when they looked back and saw that not one man had
moved to follow; no sign nor signal from man to man, but the entire three thousand
spread one-man deep across a whole regimental front, acting without
intercommunication as one man, as—reversed, of course—a line of birds on a
telephone wire all leave the wire at the same instant like one bird, (A
Fable779-780)

So when the regiment, unarmed unshaven hatless and half- dressed, began to
coalesce without command into the old sheep-like molds of platoons and companies,
it found that nobody was paying any attention to it at all, that it had been deserted
even by the bayonets which had evicted it out of doors. But for a while yet it
continued to shuffle and grope for the old familiar alignments, blinking a little after
the dark barracks, in the glare of sunset. “Then it began to move. There were no
commands from any- where; the squads and sections simply fell in between the old
file-markers and -closers and began to flow, drift as though by some gentle and even
unheeded gravitation, into companies in the barracks streets, into battalions onto the
parade ground, and stopped. It was not a regiment yet but rather a shapeless mass
in which only the squads and platoons had any unity, as the coherence of an evicted
city obtains only in the household groups which stick together not because the
members are kin in blood but because they have eaten together and slept together
and grieved and hoped and fought among themselves so long, huddling immobile and
blinking beneath the high unclimbable wire and the searchlights and machine-gun
platforms and the lounging scornful guards, all in silhouette on the sunset as if the
lethal shock which charged the wire ten minutes ago had at the same instant
electrocuted them all into inflexible arrestment against the end of time.

They were still huddled there when the new tumult began in the city. The sun had
set, the bugles had rung and ceased, the gun had crashed from the old citadel and
clapped and reverberated away, and the huddled regiment was already fading into
one neutral mass in the middle of the parade ground when the first faint yelling
came across the plain. But they did nothing at first, except to become more still, as
dogs do at the rising note of a siren about to reach some unbearable pitch which the
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human ear will not hear at all. In fact, when they did begin to make the sound, it
was not human at all but animal, not yelling but howling, huddling still in the dusk
that fading and shapeless mass which might have been Protoplasm itself, eyeless
and tongueless on the floor of the first dividing of the sea, palpant and vociferant
with no motion nor sound of its own but instead to some gigantic uproar of the
primal air-crashing tides’ mighty copulation, while overhead on the cat- walks and
platforms the Senegalese lounged on their rifles or held to cigarettes the small
windless flames of lighters contrived of spent cartridge cases, as if the glare of day
had hidden until now that which the dusk exposed: that the electric shock which had
fixed them in carbon immobility had left here and there one random not-yet-faded
coal. (FAB 872-874)

ZITHRE LT, Bk EFRRIC BT 2 R EUC (8] 20 An7z7+—72
F—=DFR TN ED L) IO K IEFR A T L L7200 #S O E Lo
TWLPERLTBE, — &, BRI RERICER ) B Sz et 61,
BEEREFORMOF TIZ LA EEHEZE LML EES ZHEETOE, EEbpt
Vb T 1DE RS, L) O A S RIERRRICEITL) T R
TA Y 7GR TORROLZ T ThH o7z, 728 21X, BRI TR Z i 7B &
Ehi, BRERICERZA LT =120 %), EHERIRZA ML), 74—
7 F—HELMATZLE END T T ¥ ADE—RIEFRE A Hi 7B Thak]) 12, #
NASL BN T2, David A. Davis Daa [ 7 + — 7 F— Oi& /i (“Faulkner’s
War Stories; World War I and the Origins of Yoknapatawpha”) ] Tix. WAL %
WZDIZT AV ADERIZAKRT A ENTET, R HFFIIToTAF A
DZEBIZAK LTV 00, #Rdd e LTl L T b I — kit PR
DR Z 2 RO I IAT T LEnE o7+ =7 F =25, &D
£ B ER A LA TE —KIEAKig 2 208G Lo R TR L 7-0» %5 U<
WBH, FUCED L T — 70O, FEIC [RToW] & exE<
BRICSEIZLEDE, 759 ADERTHDLT >~ - 7NV E 2 A (Henri Barbusse) 7%
#wngz, [Tk (79 2 AFEOEREDS Le Feu, JEiEI2HIER & L7z #4478 Under Fire) &
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B Thb, T3, LLBIFHIGIAT DEFo T AMICIARFEFHHET T, fFo
TWAEM AT WIZZHR>TLE S (We are waiting. Weary of sitting, we get up, our
joints creaking like warping wood or old hinges. Damp rusts men as it rusts rifles;
more slowly, but deeper. And we begin again, but not in the same way, to wait. In a
state of war, one is always waiting. We have become waiting-machines. Under Fire
p.17 <https://archive.org/details/underfirestoryofO0barbrich/mode/2up>) = L C ¥
7o ATHET B & Xk, ATHET A~ — %> TLE 9. (We march like machines,
our limbs invaded by a sort of petrified torpor; our joints cry aloud, and force us to
make echo. Under Fire p.61) ZLTCLEFWICIE, HFVICHIHEZITADT, T0HE
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WETICENAL ), ENAT Y=V >TCLF D, “That's true what he says,”
remarks a man, without moving his head in its pillory of mud. “When I was on leave,
I found I'd already jolly well forgotten what had happened to me before. There were
some letters from me that I read over again just as if they were a book I was
opening. And yet in spite of that, I've forgotten also all the pain I've had in the war.
We're forgetting-machines. Men are things that think a little but chiefly forget.
That's what we are.” Under Fire p328) 2D X H1Z, 7)) =N VE 22D [HgK] &
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‘The animal Epicurus says, ‘is inclined towards pleasure before every alteration of
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its nature: it is nature itself in its purity and integrity that judges within it [the
animal]. (Guyau 12)
In-deed, in his first “letter to Dodwell” in response to Samuel Clarke, Collins had said

S
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of animals, in language reflecting discussion of the animal syllogism, that “Experience
as much convinces us, that they perceive, think, etc. as Men do. They avoid Pain and
seek Pleasure, and give as good marks of Uneasiness under the one, and Satisfaction
under the other, as Men do. They avoid Pain and seek Pleasure, by the same
Motives that Men do, viz., by reflecting on their past Actions, and the Actions of
their fellows, with the Consequences of them; which is apparent from their acting
more to their advantage, the more experience they have had.” (Wolfe 170)

By g —F =0 [ ANIT 4 7 A——BW) LW BT 201 & @E] » 505 HI%,

JE 2D TUE Cybernetics: Or, Control and Communication in the Animal and the
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If therefore I do not desire to participate in the bombing or poisoning of defenseless
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peoples—and I most certainly do not—I must take a serious responsibility as to
those to whom I disclose my scientific ideas. . . . I rejoice at the fact that my
materials is not readily available, inasmuch as it gives me the opportunity to raise
this serious moral issue. I do not expect to publish any future work of mine which
may do damage in the hands of irresponsible militarists. (Wiener, “A Scientist” 46)
““Thus, as far back as four years ago, the group of scientists about Dr. Rosenblueth
and myself had already become aware of the essential unity of the set of problems
centering about communication, control, and statistical mechanics, whether in the
machine or in living tissue. On the other hand, we were seriously hampered by the
lack of unity of the literature concerning these problems, and by the absence of any
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common terminology, or even of a single name for the field. After much
consideration, we have come to the conclusion that all the existing terminology has
too heavy a bias to one side or another to serve the future development of the field
as well as it should; and as happens so often to scientists, we have been forced to
coin at least one artificial neo-Greek expression to fill the gap. We have decided to
call the entire field of control and communication theory, whether in the machine or
in the animal, by the name Cybernetics, which we form from the Greek y v B ¢ p
v n © n ¢ or steersman. In choosing this term, we wish to recognize that the first
significant paper on feedback mechanisms is an article on governors, which was
published by Clerk Maxwell in 18683 and that governor is derived from a Latin
corruption of y v B e pv n tnc. We also wish to refer to the fact that the
steering engines of a ship are indeed one of the earliest and best-developed forms of
feedback mechanisms. (Wiener, Cybernetics 22)

*'The responses observed by Pavlov tend to carry a process to a successful conclusion
or to avoid a catastrophe. . . . The essential thing is this: that affective tone is
arranged on some sort of scale from negative “pain” to positive “pleasure” that for a
considerable time, or permanently, an increase in affective tone favors all processes
in the nervous system that are under way at the time and gives them a secondary
power to increase affective tone; and that a decrease in affective tone tends to
inhibit all processes under way at the time and gives them a secondary ability to
decrease affective tone. (Wiener, Cybernetics 132)






